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DIY Article Creation Guidelines for Enthusiast Submissions 

 

Thank you for your interest in becoming one of our DIY Project Experts!  At Pelican Parts, we have a system that all our tech 

articles adhere to in order to provide the best content to our customers.  Please make sure you follow these guidelines. 

 

Please submit your content via email to: Content@PelicanParts.com.  We will be in touch if you are selected as a DIY 

Project Expert. 

    

ARTICLE FORMATTING 

All articles must be written using Word and saved as a DOC file. If you are using word 2007 or later please ensure that your 

document is saved in the DOC format and not DOCX. 

For sample articles, please visit our Technical Article Directory at www.PelicanParts.com/support/tech_article_directory.htm  

 

HEADER SECTION 

This is one of the most important parts of the article as it provides relevant information in an easy to digest manner. It is 

important that the header is formatted as follows: 

 

Project: The title of the project should be self-explanatory and clearly state the project being detailed in the article. 

 

Time: Always include the approximate time it takes to complete the project. All times 1 hour or greater should be noted in 

hours and decimals. All times less than 1 hour should be noted in minutes and not portions of an hour (ex: 1 hour, 1.5 

hours, 30 minutes); make sure you include the time to reassemble the car in your calculation. 

 

Tab: Always include approximate cost information. You can use a price range. If parts are not required to perform the 

project simply note $0.  You can obtain pricing information from the Pelican Parts (www.pelicanparts.com) website. 

 

Talent: Use a scale of 1-5; with 1 being easiest and 5 being most difficult, to rate the skill level needed to attempt the project. 

 

Tools: List the tools needed to perform the project. 

 

Applicable Years: List the car make(s), model(s) and year(s) that the project applies to. 

 

Tinware: List the parts needed to complete a project; fill in None if no parts are needed to complete the project.  Do not list 

the parts needed to perform the comp modification in this section. 
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Tip: Helpful tips to make doing the job easier, safer, less expensive or more efficient. 

 

Performance Gain: The added benefit gained from completing the project. 

 

Comp Modification: Always include an additional project that can be performed in conjunction with or in addition to the 

main project being performed. 

 

BODY OF ARTICLE 

Remember that you are writing for weekend mechanics with varying skill levels.  We want to provide technically sound, clear 

and informative articles that bolster confidence and make our customers feel that they can attempt most repairs without 

being a certified mechanic.  More information is always better than less, and the article should be written in a conversational 

manner. 

 

Opening: Give general information about what the part/system does or regulates. Describe what problem the project will 

remedy or the added value that comes from completing the project. List any substantial difference between model 

years/transmission/cylinders that may affect the procedure detailed in the article (a written out version of the header); list 

symptoms, problems, sounds, smells or other signs you may be having that denotes the problem; i.e. if you find a puddle 

of fluid under your car…… 

 

Tips: Give tips that will make performing the job easier. Also note other previously written articles on the Pelican site that 

readers should review in order to help complete the task at hand; i.e. if you are working on your door panels make sure 

you have the car on a level surface, nothing is more frustrating than working on a door while it is trying to swing open or 

closed on you. 

 

Safety: List any special safety precautions or tips that the average person may not know, may forget, or that you have 

personally discovered from your years of experience; i.e. pay special attention to air bags, fuel, electrical and heat related 

items. 

 

PICTURES 

High quality pictures always support a DIY project.  Please submit pictures with your articles and ensure they follow these 

guidelines: 

 

Picture Format: Picture files should be uncompressed JPEGS. You can utilize YouSendIt (free account at 

www.YouSendIt.com) to send the high quality pictures to Content@PelicanParts.com.    

 

Arrows: Use graphic arrows in high contrast color to indicate focal points. The arrows should be used via layering in 

Photoshop or similar program. Please see: Adding Arrows with Photoshop in the Appendix if you are unfamiliar with 

photo layering.  Examples: 
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Labels: Picture file labels must correspond to the picture caption contained in the article.  All files begin with the word pic; 

written in lowercase, followed by a 2 digit number. (EXAMPLE: pic01) 

 

Picture Guidance: Pictures must be clear, in focus, and presented so the elements discussed are easy to recognize. 

Please crop and use good, adjustable lighting to support your efforts.  If you are using a flash built into the camera you 

should avoid getting things close to the lens when shooting something dark to avoid over exposing the object closest to 

the lens.  Examples: 

Good, even lighting:     Flash has caused blown out arm: 

      

 

Picture Captions 

Picture captions appear after the main body of the article. The step-by-step directions to complete the project should be 

contained in the captions. The caption number and picture file number must match; otherwise captions will be matched 

with the wrong picture or fail to upload. (Additionally, arrow color should be noted in the caption whenever arrows are 

used to highlight a component.) 

 

Do not put article content such as tables and charts in picture captions, between picture captions or at the end of the article 

after the picture caption section. Picture caption example: 

 


