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COLD AIR INTAKE 
 

INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 
 # D760-9000 Fits: 2006 325i/xi, 330i/xi (E90 only) 
   2007-08 328i & xDrive (E90 only) 

________________________________________________________ 
 

PARTS LIST 
 

 (1) Intake Snorkel 
 (1) Flex Tube 
 (1) Brake Scoop Assy 

(1) Ventilated Front Grill 
(1) Filter 

 (1) Hardware Kit 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

Congratulations for being selective enough to use a Dinan Engineering 
Cold Air Intake.  We have spent many hours developing this system to assure 
that you will receive maximum performance and durability with minimum difficulty 
in installation. 

Please take the time to read these instructions thoroughly before 
proceeding.  When performing the installation, read the entire numbered 
instruction before working on the car.  If you feel that you do not have the 
requisite skill, please arrange for a qualified repair facility to perform the 
installation. 

If you encounter any difficulties during the installation, or if these 
instructions are not clear to you, please call Dinan's Technical Support Staff at 
(408) 779-8584. 
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Fig: 3 

INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Open hood and remove the entire stock airbox assembly: 

 Release the clamp and detach the air outlet hose from airbox. 

 Twist air intake hose and detach from airbox. 

 Unfasten the screws. 

 Lift airbox assembly out of the car. 

 See figures 1 and 2. 
 

 

2. Open the airbox 
by loosening the 
six torx head 
screws.  Separate 
the two halves of 
the airbox. Take 
the front airbox 
section to your 
workbench for 
modification.  The 
rear airbox 
section (i.e., 
engine side), air 
filter, and air flow 
meter may be set 
aside – these 
parts will not be 
modified.  See 
figure 3. 

 

Fig: 1 Fig: 2 
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Fig: 6 

Fig: 8 

Fig: 7 

3. The Dinan intake snorkel fits to the bottom of the front airbox section to 
allow ram air to enter the airbox. 

 

4. Cut off and sand smooth 4 of the ribs on the bottom of the air box as shown 
in figures 4 and 5. 

 

5. Hold the intake snorkel to the airbox as 
shown.  The snorkel only fits on one 
way.  See figures 6 and 7. 

 

6. Mark the around the outside of the 
snorkel as shown in figures 7 and 8.  
Use a pencil or light colored marker if 
you have one. 

 

Fig: 4 Fig: 5 
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Fig: 9 

7. Remove snorkel and check that 
you can see your line on the air 
box.  See figure 9. 

 

8. Cut out the template from the last 
page and tape it white side up onto 
the Air Box. 

 

9. Start by aligning the template with 
the corner of the mount on the air 
box where you sanded down the 
ribs.  See figure 10.  Tape it to the 
air box. 

 

10. Carefully bend the template around the air box while lining it up with the line 
you drew onto the air box in step 6.  Tape it in place as you fit it to the air 
box.  See figures 11 and 13. 

 

11. When you have it lined up and taped in place, mark the inside lines as 
shown in figures 11, 12 and 13. 

 

12. The bottom line that the template does not go around should be 1/8” away 
from the edge.  See figures 12 and 13. 

Fig: 10 Fig: 11 

Fig: 12 Fig: 13 
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Fig: 16 

13. Clamp the air box in a vise as shown.  Use a die grinder and cut off wheel to 
cut an opening in the air box along the inside lines you marked in step 11.  
Carefully cut along the lines trying not to cut too far past the intersections.  
Reposition the air box as needed by clamping to the bench as shown in 
figures 14 and 15. 

 

14. You can use a screwdriver 
to pop loose the corners 
when you have cut all the 
way around the hole.  See 
figure 16. 

 

15. The ribs on the inside of the 
air box need to be sanded 
smooth to take the sharp 
edges off.  See figures 17 
and 18. 

 

Fig: 14 Fig: 15 

Fig: 17 Fig: 18 
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Fig: 19 

Fig: 20 

16. The Dinan snorkel is 
attached to the air box 
using the long pop 
rivets.  The rivet 
locations are identified 
by the dimples on the 
flanges of the Dinan 
snorkel.  Holding the 
snorkel in position on 
the airbox, drill 1/8” 
holes thru both the 
Dinan snorkel and the 
airbox at all 8 
locations.  To ensure 
that all holes will be 
aligned, start at the 
corner of the mount 
on the air box where 
you sanded down the 
ribs in step 4.  Push 
the snorkel up against 
the air box mount and 
drill through both parts 
at the same time.  
Install the first rivet as 
shown in figure 19.  
Push the snorkel flush 
against the air box 
and drill and pop rivet 
the second location 
shown in figure 20. 

 

17. Drill and pop rivet the 
remaining 7 holes as 
shown in figures 21 
and 22. 

 

Fig: 21 Fig: 22 
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Fig: 23 

Fig: 24 

18. Install the Dinan 
Ram Air plaque 
onto the air box 
using the short 
pop rivets.  
Locate the 
plaque on the 
air box as 
shown in figure 
23 with the 
sides evenly 
spaced and the 
top up against 
the flange.  
Lightly clamp 
the plaque in 
place with a soft 
cloth protecting 
the finish.  Drill 
1/8” holes 
through both the 
Dinan plaque 
and the air box 
at all 4 locations 
riveting each 
hole as you go.  
See figure 24. 

 

19. Reassemble the 
air box with the 
new filter, but do 
not install the 
assembly in the 
car yet. 

 
Note:  For racing 
purposes, removing the 
charcoal filter will add 
substantial amounts of 
power.  This removal will 
not affect the vehicle’s 
ability to meet a tailpipe 
emissions test that is 
sometimes performed by 
the sanctioning body after 
a race.  However, the 
charcoal filter is part of 
the emissions system, 
and as such, it must be 
retained on any pollution-
controlled motor vehicle 
used upon a public highway. 
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Fig: 25 

Fig: 26 

Fig: 27 

Fig: 28 

Fig: 29 

20. Remove front bumper cover per the 
following steps: 

 
 

 Release the screws (1) on the top of 
the bumper cover (2).  See figure 25. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Release the screws (1) on the fender 
liner (2).  Separate fender liner from 
bumper cover.  Repeat on other side.  
See figure 26. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pull aside fender liner (1) and release 
the screws (2).  Repeat on other side.  
See figure 27. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Release the screws (1) on the bottom 
of the bumper cover (2).  See figure 
28. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Separate the bumper cover at the 
sides and pull forward slightly. 

 Disconnect plug connections for the 
fog lights and parking sensors. 

 Carefully pull the bumper cover fully 
off of the car.  See figure 29. 
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Fig: 32 

Fig: 33 

21. Remove the lower left grill.  Unclip the center bar from the lower left grill.  
Release catches (1) from inside, taking care not to damage catch (2).  
Remove trim (3) out the front.  See figure 30. 

 

22. Releases catches (1) on bumper (2) and remove grill from behind.  See 
figure 31. 

 

23. Snap the supplied Dinan grill into the bumper cover opening just vacated.  
In addition to the existing openings for the brake duct, the Dinan grille has 
additional openings to allow ram air entry.  Snap the center bar into the new 
grill. 

 

24. The Dinan brake scoop assembly 
mounts next to the existing brake duct 
and directs ram air from the Dinan grill, 
up to the modified airbox. See figure 32. 

 

25. Hold the Dinan scoop up against the 
stock brake duct to familiarize yourself 
with its fitment.  The Dinan scoop can 
only attach one way. See figure 33. 

Fig: 30 Fig: 31 
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Fig: 35 

Push the back of the duct up 
against the ribs then start with 
the hole at the front.  The rivets 
will pull the duct flush to the 
stock duct but it helps if you 
squeeze them together as you 
work your way out with the 

rivets. 

26. Once satisfied with their final placement, take the stock brake duct and the 
Dinan scoop to your workbench. 

 

27. The Dinan scoop is fastened to the stock brake duct with pop rivets, thru the 
existing 8 holes on the scoop. 

 

28. Holding the Dinan scoop in position next to the stock brake duct, drill 1/8” 
holes thru the brake duct at the two front locations.  These two rivets go 
from the inside out as shown in figure 34.  Rivet these two before drilling the 
other holes. 

 

29. Drill and rivet the holes working from front to back.  The rivets will help pull 
and form the sheet metal to the plastic.  See figure 35. 

 

Fig: 34 

Rivet heads on inside 
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Fig: 37 

30. You may need to flare the opening of the new air duct slightly so the grill will 
fit when you install the bumper.  Compare the riveted duct assembly with 
figure 36.  Bend the flare carefully if needed. 

 

31. Attach the supplied 2.5” flexible hose to the Dinan snorkel on the airbox 
assembly by sliding it into the snorkel about 1.5”. 

 

32. Install the airbox 
assembly into the car, 
leaving the flexible hose 
attached to the airbox.  
Slide the supplied hose 
clamp over the end of 
the flexible hose. 

 

33. Install the brake duct & 
Dinan scoop assembly 
into the car, taking care 
to attach the bottom of 
the flexible hose to the 
outlet of the Dinan 
scoop.  Install the 
mounting screws and 
tighten the hose clamp.  
See figure 37. 

 

Fig: 36 

Bent out slightly 
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Fig: 38 

34. Reinstall bumper cover in 
reverse order of removal.  
The new grill on the 
bumper should nest into 
the new air duct assembly.  
See figures 38 and 39.  
(These two figures are 
shown with the inner 
fender removed for clarity.) 

 

35. Enjoy! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE: 
We recommend replacing the air filter every 30,000 miles.  The Dinan part 
number is KN33-2332 
 

Fig: 39 
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Template for Airbox cut out. 


